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Bureau of Land Management U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
PANAMA PACKBOARD 


As a result of a suggestion from Arthur C. Matthews of the Roseburg 
District the following information is published for your optional 
use. 


"The present practice in the Bureau is to carry the Panama pump 
by shoulder straps, hooked to the sides of the pump. These shoulder 
Straps are not an effective method of carrying the Panama. The straps 
must be tight to keep the Panama from slipping off your shoulders. 
This is awkward and causes physical discomfort to the person carrying 


the pump. 


I have found that the average amount of paint used per day is any- 

where from eight to twelve quarts. The Panama holds six quarts of 

paint. This means that you must carry all extra paint for the day's 

work in your cruising vest or by some other method. Most cruising 

vests do not have adequate room to carry cans of paint and still have 
ay room for lunches and other needed equipment. 


Valuable time and money are wasted because of the awkwardness of the 
Panama and the paint cans. If the suggestion of the packboard was 
used, the person using the Panama packboard would be able to do a 
faster and more efficient job. The packboard described in Illustration 
1 and 2 would be about 14 inches wide by 22 inches long, with a center 
shelf 5 inches wide by 14 inches long. The Panama pump would be in- 
serted in a canvas pouch above the center shelf. On each side, two 
smaller pouches would carry two quart cans of paint each. Underneath 
the center shelf, a zippered pouch made of canvas would carry lunches, 
more paint or any other needed equipment. A snap cover would be placed 
over the top three pouches with holes inserted for the pump handle and 
hose connections. 


The center shelf should be made of a light metal or lightweight wood 
slats. Underneath the shelf two supports should be placed to help 
keep the shelf stable and help to support the weight. 


Drawings of the suggested pack are enclosed." 
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This is an idea for a hardwood frame with shelf. 
Several small slats of wood would form the shelf. 


Canvas 
Pouches 


2 cans - paint on each side 


TOP VIEW 


Panama nN Pack board 
Pump 
Average amount of paint used per . Estimated Cost per Pack 
8 - 12 quarts | $12.00 - $18.00 


Carrying Capacity (Paint) 


6 quarts in Pump can 
& 4 - 8 quarts in Pack 


Estimated WT 


30 - 35 Lbs (complete pack with paint § equipment) 
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ILLUSTRATION 2 


PANAMA PACKBOARD 


